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Search Engine Shortcuts – Quick Reference Sheet
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Tips for quickly and efficiently searching the top three search engines: Google, Yahoo and Bing. 

Yahoo

For additional Yahoo search tips visit: http://help.yahoo.com/l/us/yahoo/search/ 

When to require or exclude words
You can indicate words that must be in each search result or words that cannot be in each search result. Very common words such as it and how are an exception. These appear in so many places, they usually won't impact your search results.

· To require words, type + in front of each word that must be in the search results. So if you want to see pages about health issues around blackberries and you mean the BlackBerry hand-held device, search for blackberry health +device.

· To exclude words, type - in front of each word that cannot be in the search results. So if you want to see pages about health issues around blackberries with no mention of the hand-held device, search for blackberries health -device.

How to search for exact phrases
To search for an exact phrase, put quotation marks around two or more words. Searching for "to be or not to be" returns only results containing the exact phrase inside the quotation marks.
How to perform multiple searches simultaneously
 If you're equally interested in two or more alternatives, use OR in capital letters. So, if you are interested in seeing results for both kayaking and biking in New Zealand, search for new zealand kayaking OR biking.

Search Meta Words
Here is a list of special keywords that give you results unique to that special keyword instruction. You can enter these Meta words directly into the Yahoo! Search box.
· site: Use to find all documents within a particular domain and all its subdomains.
Example: site:yahoo.com

· hostname: Use to find all documents from a particular host only. 
Example: hostname:autos.yahoo.com
· link: Use to find documents that link to a particular url. 
Example: link:http://autos.yahoo.com/

· url: Use to find a specific document in our index. 
Example: url:http://edit.autos.yahoo.com/repair/tree/0.html

· inurl: Use to find a specific keyword as part of indexed URLs. 
Example: inurl:bulgarian

· intitle: Use to find a specific keyword as part of the indexed titles. 
Example: intitle:Bulgarian
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Bing

For additional Bing search tips visit: http://onlinehelp.microsoft.com/en-US/bing/ 
Use the following symbols to quickly modify your search term or search function:

	Symbol
	Function

	+
	Finds webpages that contain all the terms that are preceded by the + symbol. Also allows you to include terms that are usually ignored.

	" "
	Finds the exact words in a phrase.

	()
	Finds or excludes webpages that contain a group of words.

	AND or &
	Finds webpages that contain all the terms or phrases.

	NOT or -
	Excludes webpages that contain a term or phrase.

	OR or |
	Finds webpages that contain either of the terms or phrases.


Notes

· By default, all searches are AND (A search keyword that you can use to find results that contain all the search terms you specify.) searches.

· You must capitalize the NOT and OR operators. Otherwise, Bing will ignore them as stop words (Words that are frequently used, but that do not offer descriptive value to search engines. For example, a, of, and the are considered stop words.) .

· Stop words and all punctuation marks, except for the symbols noted in this topic, are ignored unless they are surrounded by quotation marks or preceded by the + symbol.

· Only the first 10 terms are used to get search results. 

· Term grouping and Boolean operators are supported in the following preferred order: 

· parentheses ()
· quotation marks "
· NOT + -
· AND &
· OR
Advanced search keywords

Want to spend less time sorting through irrelevant results? Advanced keywords can give you better search results so that you find only what you want. Use the following keywords to help limit and focus your searches:

	Keyword
	Definition
	Example

	contains:
	Keeps results focused on sites that have links to the file types that you specify.
	To search for websites that contain links to Microsoft Windows Media Audio (.wma) files, type music contains:wma.

	filetype:
	Returns only webpages created in the file type that you specify. 
	To find reports created in PDF format, type your subject, followed by filetype:pdf.

	inanchor: or inbody: or intitle:
	These keywords return webpages that contain the specified term in the metadata, such as the anchor, body, or title of the site, respectively. Specify only one term per keyword. You can string multiple keyword entries as needed. 
	To find webpages that contain msn in the anchor, and the terms spaces and magog in the body, type inanchor:msn inbody:spaces inbody:magog.

	ip:
	Finds sites that are hosted by a specific IP address (A specific address for a computer on the Internet.) . The IP address must be a dotted quad address. Type the ip: keyword, followed by the IP address of the website. 
	Type IP:207.46.249.252.

	language:
	Returns webpages for a specific language. Specify the language code directly after the language: keyword. You can also access this function using the Search Builder Language function. For more information about using Search Builder, see Use advanced search.
	To see webpages only in English about antiques, type "antiques" language:en.

	loc: or location:
	Returns webpages from a specific country or region. Specify the country or region code directly after the loc: keyword. To focus on two or more languages, use a logical OR to group the languages. 
	To see webpages about sculpture from the U.S. or Great Britain, type sculpture (loc:US OR loc:GB). For a list of language codes that you can use with Bing, see Country, region, and language codes.

	prefer:
	Adds emphasis to a search term or another operator to help focus the search results. 
	To find results about football but that primarily pertain to the organization, type football prefer:organization.

	site:
	Returns webpages that belong to the specified site. To focus on two or more domains, use a logical OR to group the domains. You can use site: to search for web domains, top level domains, and directories that are not more than two levels deep. You can also search for webpages that contain a specific search word on a site. 
	To see webpages about heart disease from the BBC or CNN websites, type "heart disease" (site:bbc.co.uk OR site:cnn.com).

To find webpages about the PC version of Halo on the Microsoft website, type site:www.microsoft.com/games/pc halo.

	feed:
	Finds RSS (Really Simple Syndication is a publishing format that websites use to easily distribute, or syndicate, content to a wide audience. You can add RSS feeds to an RSS reader to make finding news easier. Some RSS readers are web-based, while other readers are separate downloads that run on your computer.) or Atom feeds on a website for the terms you search for. 
	To find RSS or Atom feeds about football, type feed:football.

	hasfeed:
	Finds webpages that contain an RSS or Atom feed on a website for the terms you search for. 
	To find webpages on the New York Times website that contain RSS or Atom feeds, type site:www.nytimes.com hasfeed:football.

	url:
	Checks whether the listed domain or web address is in the Bing index. 
	To verify that the Microsoft domain is in the index, type url:microsoft.com.


Note

Don't include a space after the colon in these keywords.
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Google 
	Google Shortcut
	Finds Pages That Have…

	droid phone
	the words droid and phone

	medical OR health
	either the word medical or the word health

	“national library of medicine”
	the exact phrase national library of medicine

	printer -cartridge
	the word printer but NOT the word cartridge

	Toy Story +3
	movie title including the number 3

	~auto
	looks up the word auto and synonyms

	define:serendipity
	definitions of the word serendipity

	how now * cow
	the words how now cow separated by one or more words

	+
	Addition; 5+2

	-
	Subtraction; 5-2

	*
	Multiplication; 5*2

	/
	Division; 5/2

	% of
	Percentage; 50% of 100

	^
	Raise to the power; 5^2 (5 to the second power)

	Old in new (conversion)
	13 feet in inches

	Site: (search only one website)
	site:websearch.about.com “invisible web”

	link:(find linked pages)
	link:www.lifehacker.com

	#...#(search within a number range)
	nokia phone $200...$300

	daterange:(search within specific date range)
	bosnia daterange:200508-200510

	safesearch: (exclude adult content)
	safesearch:breast cancer

	info: (find info about a page)
	info:www.websearch.about.com

	related: (related pages)
	related:www.websearch.about.com

	cache: (view cached page)
	cache:google.com

	filetype:(restrict search to specific filetype)
	zoology filetype:ppt

	allintitle: (search for keywords in page title)
	allintitle:"nike" running

	inurl:(restrict search to page URLs)
	inurl:chewbacca

	site:.edu (specific domain search)
	site:.edu, site:.gov, site:.org, etc.

	site:country code (restrict search to country)
	site:.br “rio de Janeiro”

	intext:(search for keyword in body text)
	intext:parlor

	allintext: (return pages with all words specified in body text)
	allintext:north pole

	book(search book text)
	book The Lord of the Rings

	phonebook:(find a phone number)
	phonebook:Google CA

	bphonebook: (find business phone numbers)
	bphonebook:Intel OR

	rphonebook:(find residential phone numbers)
	rphonebook:Joe Smith Seattle WA

	movie:(search for showtimes)
	movie:wallace and gromit 97110

	stocks:(get a stock quote)
	stocks:ncesa

	weather:(get local weather)
	weather:97132


For more Google search help visit:  http://www.google.com/support/websearch/ 
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