Public Health Information on the Web

Health Promotion and Education Resources

Metasites
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ):

http://www.ahrq.gov/
The health services research arm of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  A health educator will be particularly interested in the section for Consumers & Patients, which has materials that will help patients choose wisely when it comes to their health care.
Centers for Disease Control (CDC):

http://www.cdc.gov


Recognized as the primary producer of knowledge bases in public health.  Resources here include: CDCWonder, CDC Data and Statistics, MMWR, Hazardous Substance/Health Effects Database and Public Health Emergency Preparedness and Response.
Food and Drug Administration (FDA):

http://www.fda.gov
The FDA is responsible for protecting the public health by assuring the safety, of drugs, medical devices, foods and cosmetics.  The site contains information for consumers, patients, health professionals, health educators, state and local officials, kids, teens, women, and many more.
National Library of Medicine (NLM):

http://www.nlm.nih.gov
The premier provider of medical information, the NLM produces:

· MedlinePlus (http://medlineplus.gov/)
· Over 700 health topics in English & Spanish
· Haz Map (http://hazmap.nlm.nih.gov)

· Health and safety information on job related exposures to chemicals

· ToxTown (http://toxtown.nlm.nih.gov/)
· Guide to commonly encountered substances in the environment
· TOXMAP (http://toxmap.nlm.nih.gov)
· Maps the release of chemicals into the air, water and ground
Partners in Health Information Access for Public Health Professionals:
http://phpartners.org
A project developed through a collaboration of U.S. Government agencies, public health organizations and health sciences libraries.  The goal is to provide a portal to health information tailored to the public health workforce.
Environmental Health

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA):
http://www.epa.gov
Provides access to information on topics such as: air, water, cleanup, compliance, pesticides, pollutants and ecosystems.  Can provide very local environmental information by zip code, city, or place name.
International Health

World Health Organization (WHO):
http://www.who.int
A United Nations agency that provides health and disease information worldwide.
Multilingual Resources

Consumer Health Resources in Many Languages:

http://nnlm.gov/outreach/consumer/multi.html/
A collaboration of the NN/LM Consumer Outreach Librarians, this searchable website contains links to health materials in a wide-array of foreign languages including Arabic, Korean, Hmong, Laotian, and Vietnamese.

Healthy Roads Media 


http://www.healthyroadsmedia.org/

This site contains free health education materials in more than 20 languages and 
a variety of formats including print, audio, multimedia, and web video.
Nutrition

MyPlate:

http://www.choosemyplate.gov/ 
MyPlate is part of a larger communication initiative based on 2010 Dietary Guidelines for Americans to help consumers make better food choices. The ChooseMyPlate.gov website features practical information and tips to help Americans build healthier diets.
Nutrition.gov:
http://www.nutrition.gov
Provides easy access to all online federal government information on nutrition, dietary guidance, food safety and health management.
Recalls

Recalls.gov:
http://www.recalls.gov/
An online source for government recalls, this site lists recall information from six federal agencies.
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