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About ONS 
• The Oncology Nursing Society (ONS) is a 

professional organization of over 35,000 registered 
nurses and other healthcare providers dedicated 
to excellence in patient care, education, research, 
and administration in oncology nursing. 

• Our mission is to promote excellence in oncology 
nursing and quality cancer care. 

• Our vision is to lead the transformation of cancer 
care. 

• Our core values are Integrity, Innovation, 
Stewardship, Advocacy, Excellence, and 
Inclusiveness. 



            About ONS (Chemotherapy) 
• Chemotherapy and Biotherapy Course -- After 

successful completion, a registered nurse is eligible 
to receive an ONS Chemotherapy Provider Card. 
This card indicates s/he has completed the course 
successfully and has been given the didactic 
knowledge to care for patients receiving 
chemotherapy. 
 

• Chemotherapy and Biotherapy Guidelines and 
Recommendations for Practice – 4th edition 
should be published in 2013.  



            About ONS (Publications) 
Books (www.ons.org/Publications) 
 
Knowledge You Need From a Source You Trust!SM 
The ONS Publications Department is a full-service 
publisher of award-winning books, monographs, and 
other publications for the cancer-care community.  
 
 
 
 
Hygeia Media has been created for you…and your 
mother, sister, neighbor, and friends. Covering a wide 
range of health matters, Hygeia Media is for the 
masses. 



            About ONS (Publications) 
Journals: 
 
Clinical Journal of Oncology Nursing 
Oncology Nursing Forum 
 
ONS Journal Oncology Nursing Forum Achieves Top 
Impact Factor 
Thursday, July 05, 2012 
The Oncology Nursing Society (ONS) is pleased to 
announce that the Oncology Nursing Forum (ONF) is 
ranked first for impact factor among 97 journals in 
the nursing category from 2011 Journal Citation 
Reports® (Thomson Reuters, 2011).  
 



           About ONS (PEP) 
• Putting Evidence Into Practice (PEP) -- ONS PEP resources are 

designed to provide evidence-based interventions for patient 
care and teaching. Freely available at 
www.ons.org/Research/PEP and also in book, monograph, and 
journal article form. (The PEP app has been discontinued.)  

http://www.ons.org/Research/PEP


                     First Part of PEP process 
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A Few New Roles 

• Medical writing 
• Medical editing (BELS exam) 
• Social media 
• Covey 4 Disciplines of 

Execution (coaching and QR 
codes) 
 



AMWA Certification 



    My AMWA Portfolio (8 Courses – 4 
General and 4 Editing/Writing) 

BASIC GRAMMAR I (GEN) self-study 
BASIC GRAMMAR II and USAGE (GEN) self-study 
PUNCTUATION FOR CLARITY AND STYLE (GEN) at the 
Pittsburgh AMWA conference 
SENTENCE STRUCTURE AND PATTERNS (GEN) self-study 
  
BASICS OF MOLECULAR BIOLOGY (EW/PH/SG) at the 
Louisville AMWA conference 
ESSENTIALS OF COPYEDITING (EW) at the Louisville AMWA 
conference 
PLAIN LANGUAGE (EW) at the Pittsburgh AMWA 
conference 
PROOFREADING (EW) at the Louisville AMWA conference 
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BELS Exam 

From http://www.bels.org/index.cfm -- “The 
Board of Editors in the Life Sciences (BELS) was 
founded in 1991 to evaluate the proficiency of 
manuscript editors in the life sciences and to 
award credentials similar to those obtainable in 
other professions.” 
 
Q&A at 
http://www.bels.org/becomeeditor/index.htm -- 
“How do I apply and register for the certification 
examination?” etc.  

http://www.bels.org/index.cfm
http://www.bels.org/becomeeditor/index.htm


BELS Certification 



BELS Exam 
Passing the exam resulted in the “ELS” credential in my 
signature: 
Mark Vrabel, MLS, AHIP, ELS 
Information Resources Supervisor 
Oncology Nursing Society 
125 Enterprise Drive 
Pittsburgh, PA 15275-1214 
412-859-6289 (phone) 
412-859-6160 (fax) 
twitter.com/ONSmark 

 



Social Media 
The ONS Communications Coordinator is responsible for 
twitter.com/OncologyNursing (6,074 followers) and the 
ONS Facebook page (10,536 Likes) and LinkedIn group 
(4,386 members), but I often help answer questions there 
like the following example from the Facebook page: 
 

I want get a certification in chemotherapy,,,,,,I live in 
Tupelo MS,,,,,,i will appreciate any info 
December 4, 2012 at 10:17pm near Tremont, MS 
 
Mark Vrabel: You just missed the 2-Day Chemotherapy and 
Biotherapy Course in Ocean Springs, Mississippi -- it was 
held on November 30th and December 1st. You can check 
the course calendar for upcoming dates/locations at 
http://www.ons.org/CNECentral/Chemo/Main/Register 



Social Media 
A question I assisted with on the ONS LinkedIn discussion page: 
 

OCN Certification quires  
Hello, i am planing to be OCN by taking the international Test and I've read 
the testbulletin and i found many books to read ( for preparing my self ) so 
can any one recommend one or 2 books which considered as good books 
to depend on them before i get the exam ? 
27 days ago  
Mark Vrabel: Hello. It is too difficult to recommend a single book because 
the test questions are intentionally drawn from a variety of sources 
equating to the different content areas of the test blueprint; for example, 
the Oxford Textbook of Palliative Nursing (3rd ed.), one of the OCN test 
bulletin references, is more helpful for the Palliative and End of Life Care 
section than other sections. And adding to the helpful comments above, 
please note there is an OCN® Online Review Course: 
http://www.ons.org/CourseDetail.aspx?course_id=23  



Social Media 
twitter.com/ONSmark has 1,376 followers and I 
have sent 2,734 tweets (as of January 2013) 
 

I answer questions on Twitter such as the 
following: 
3 Jan  
@ONSmark Does ONS have competencies for onc 
nurses working in onc "emergency"/urgent care 
centers? I'm not finding any, but knew you'd 
know. 
 
 



4 Disciplines of Execution 
• In late 2012, ONS implemented 
the 4 Disciplines of Execution 
(©Franklin Covey Co.) 
 
•The master Wildly Important Goal 
(WIG) for all of ONS was “Increase 
utilization of ONS products and 
services by 5-10% by January 
2014.” 
 
 



4 Disciplines of Execution 
• All ONS departments have their own 
Wildly Important Goal (WIG) that 
supports the master WIG. 
 
•The Director of Human Resources 
enlisted me to serve as a WIG coach, 
attending the weekly WIG meetings of 
half the ONS departments to make 
sure they are on track and assist with 
any questions, etc. 
 
 



                The ONS Library QR Code “WIG” 



Additional Information 
JMLA Special Issue on New Century, New Roles for 
Health Sciences Librarians 
 
The Journal of the Medical Library Association is 
planning to devote our October 2013 issue to 
papers that focus on the outcomes experienced 
by those who have taken on these new roles.  
 
To be considered for this issue, papers must be 
submitted by February 15, 2013. 
 
Source: 
http://nnlm.gov/mar/blog/2012/07/02/jmla-
special-issue-on-new-century-new-roles-for-
health-sciences-librarians/ 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Additional Information 
•  Discussions on LinkedIn library association groups are 
often relevant to new roles for librarians, like the following 
two recent examples from the ALA LinkedIn group: 
 

•  How many Librarians have additional roles in their 
institutions?  
As a College Librarian in the UK (library staff 6 assistants, 4 
sites & student population of around 2000 ftes) my role has 
gradually extended to include managing resources and staff 
in other areas such as Laboratories, Reprographics, Main 
Reception, Post Room, etc. - I was wondering if colleagues - 
especially in medium sized FE/HE Colleges - have found 
their roles similarly extended to areas not directly related 
to the library? 
20 days ago  
 
Who has an MLIS degree, but works outside of a library? 
24 days ago  
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