
NN/LM MAR Outreach to Health Professionals and the Public Health Workforce  
SAG Meeting 

Minutes – 1/3/13 
 

TOPIC DISCUSSIONS/RECOMMENDATIONS ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN 
Attendees Micki McIntyre (chair), Traci Bolander, Janet Caruso, 

Barbara Folb, Jeff Garvey, Maggie Potter, Barbara Epstein 
(NN/LM MAR), Renae Barger (NN/LM MAR), Kate Flewelling 
(NN/LM MAR) Absent: Christine Schuyler, Shelly Warwick, 

The meeting came to order at 2:00 pm. 

Update on Year 2 Funding and 
Training/Travel 

Funding and Training/Travel Updates were sent to members 
prior to the meeting. 
 
New Year 2 Awards:  

• A Clinical Information Tool for Community Health 
Centers: A Feasibility Study, University of Pittsburgh, 
Health Sciences Library System 

• Access to Mental Health Literacy for Rural 
Pennsylvania Older Adults Pilot Program, 
Pennsylvania Behavioral Health and Aging Coalition, 
Inc. (PBHAC) 

New Training Opportunity 
• Grants and Proposal Writing offered as a three week 

webinar series—over 100 registrants 

 

Year 3 Priority Groups and 
Activities  

The group discussed and offered suggestions for Year 3 
outreach to health professionals.  One avenue for outreach 
suggested was to promote the public health role in 
response to violence.  Another avenue to explore could be 
working with mental health organizations to collaborate 
with veteran outreach.   
 
The group discussed the challenge of partnering unaffiliated 
health professionals with existing medical libraries.  
Challenges identified included: many libraries do not have a 
mission to outreach to unaffiliated professionals; licensing 
restrictions; and integrating information resources into 

NN/LM has a national initiative to outreach to K-12 
personnel, including school nurses.  MAR Outreach 
Coordinator Kate Flewelling and Consumer Health 
Coordinator Lydia Collins met with PA Public Health 
Training Center staff to discuss avenues for 
collaboration in regards to outreach to school nurses.  
Disaster resources, including from the NLM Disaster 
Information Research Center 
(http://disaster.nlm.nih.gov/) will be highlighted at 
school exhibits/presentations. 

http://disaster.nlm.nih.gov/
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work flows of busy professionals. 

Year 3 Outreach to Health 
Professionals Funding  

MAR staff gave an update on potential Year 3 funding 
opportunities.  The group suggested increasing the cap of 
outreach awards to $15,000, targeting natural partners to 
apply for funding, and funding projects that link first 
responders to libraries. 

Funding Opportunities for Year 3 awards have been 
posted: http://nnlm.gov/mar/funding/. Applications 
are due March 15. 

NY/NJ Hurricane Summit and 
MAR disaster activities 

Renae Barger gave an update on MAR disaster activities.  On 
April 8, MAR will be partnering with the NJ State Library to 
offer a Summit on the role of libraries in the response to 
Hurricane Sandy.  Speakers will include representatives 
from the library, public health and faith communities.  MAR 
has also appointed representatives from all four states to be 
regional disaster liaisons. 

Upcoming MAR activities: 
 
February 12th – MAR Boost Box - 
http://nnlm.gov/mar/training/ 
Are you ready? Keeping your loved ones safe by 
Michelle Burda, NN/LM MAR Network and Advocacy 
Coordinator 
 
February 28th – MAR Lunch with the RML 
 
Vickie Souve of the Monroe County Department of 
Public Health, Office of Public Health Preparedness in 
Rochester, NY.  Vickie will give us a short brief on the 
NLM demonstration project she completed in 
partnership with the Rochester Public Library’s Arnett 
Branch.  And then we will discuss the importance of not 
just teaching people about preparedness but about 
moving the community towards a state of readiness 
and how local libraries and response organizations 
might work together to do this. 
 
March 28th – MAR Lunch with the RML -Sharing 
Experiences and Lessons Learned from Hurricane Sandy 
 
Representatives from damaged or destroyed academic, 
hospital and public libraries will speak on the state of 
their library/institution immediately following the 

http://nnlm.gov/mar/funding/
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hurricane, response efforts, follow-up activities and 
lessons learned to prepare for a future disaster. 
Rebecca Hamilton from the State Library of Louisiana 
will also present lessons learned from Katrina and 
changes they made that helped them prepare for later 
responses to Gus and Rita. 
 
MAR Disaster Summit - April 8th, 2013 - The event will 
take place in NJ in collaboration with the New Jersey 
State Library, LibraryLinkNJ and NJLA at the Sheraton in 
Eatontown, NJ. 
 
MAR has identified 3 presenters: 
 
Barbara Lilley, New York State Library - will be added to 
the morning 'lessons learned' panel discussion. 
 
Rev. Wayne Jones, Disaster Coordinator for the Greater 
NY Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church 
 
Dr. George DiFerdinando, Director, NJ Center for Public 
Health Preparedness 
 

MAR Website and MARSpace 
usability testing 

 MAR staff is currently conducting usability testing on the 
new website and MARSpace. 

SAG members participated in usability testing.  Changes 
will be integrated into the new site. 

Next meeting and 
adjournment 

The next meeting will be in April 2013. The meeting was adjourned at 3:00pm. 

 
  

 


